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Testing God:  Weeks 2-4
Drama Workshop

Bible Texts and References:
Luke 4:1-13

Memory Verse: I John 4:4 (NIV)
“God’s Spirit is in you and is more powerful than the one that is in the world.”

SUMMARY OF WORKSHOP:
     Have the students pair up or form small groups. Each group picks one example of a 

test out of the box (or you assign one to each group.) Prepares a skit that leads up 
to the quote.

OBJECTIVES: 
Students will:
•  begin to recognize the many ways in which we are all tempted.
•  understand that God does not tempt us to sin, and will not let us be tempted more 

than we can handle.  God is on our side!
•  God calls us to make good choices in our lives.
•  be able to identify three ways Jesus was tempted.
•  learn the memory verse.
•  learn where Luke is in the Bible:  New Testament, Gospel
•  be able to place this story following Jesus’ baptism, at the beginning of His ministry.

Sunday School Time Schedule:
10:00  Students meet with shepherds in workshop locations.

10:05  Lesson Begins

10:40  Lesson Closure

10:45  Sunday School Closing Begins in the Choir Room Upstairs

10:55  Sunday School Ends.  Parents pick up children from the Choir Room.
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DRAMA Workshop

Key Verses:
Luke 4:9-12 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for 
it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,' and 'On their 
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" Jesus 
answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"

Discussion:
What is the devil trying to make Jesus do?   jump off a high place 
For what reason?  to prove that he is the Son of God

What does the devil quote to try and convince Jesus to act?
The Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament).  The reference for this quote is Psalm 91:11-12

For what reasons might this be a temptation for Jesus?
Who wouldn’t want to have and to be able to use magic powers!
But Jesus’ mission is to be our Savior not a magician

Review Jesus’ Reply: 
What do you think he is quoting?
The Hebrew Scriptures just like the devil did. These are the scriptures he would have 
grown up learning.
Look up Deuteronomy 6:16.
Do not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. 

What do you think Jesus is trying to say when he refuses to jump?
This is an opinion question… that he does not need to prove who he is or that God 
would save him or that he has magical powers.

We can be tempted to test God, too, by trying to make God do what 
we want. 

Saying please God, save my dog or please God, don’t let me get in trouble for this. 
Sometimes we even add promises to make our request more enticing. If you’ll do this 
one thing for me God, I promise I will never ask for anything again. Or, I promise that I 
will say my prayers every day. Or I promise that I will be nice to my sister…

NOTE: This does not mean that we cannot or should not ask God for things in our 
prayers. There is nothing wrong with being honest with God about what you want. But 
we must also be open to God showing us that our answer or desire might not be what 
God intends. Remember, we pray to change ourselves, not to change God.
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ACTIVITY:

Have the students pair up or form small groups.

Each group:

1.   Picks one example of a test out of the box (or you assign one to each group.)

2.  Prepares a skit that leads up to the quote.

3.  When each group is ready, perform for the other kids.

For each skit discuss what the “test” was, why it is tempting to test God in this way, what 
is wrong about testing God in this way. Discuss what a different prayer for that situation 
might be.

Example: If the situation is praying for God to help you pass a test you didn’t study for, 
it is tempting because you want a good grade, but it would be wrong because you would 
be lying to the teacher making him/her think you had mastered the material.  Instead 
you might pray, Please God, I know I didn’t study for this test, but help me to think 
clearly about the questions and not get nervous so that I can remember what was said 
in class.

Situations:

Please God, I know I didn’t study for this test, but I won’t get to watch t.v. all next week if 
I don’t make at least a B on it. Help me pass!

Please God, let me get a color game boy for my birthday. If you do, I promise I will read 
my Bible just as much as I play with it!

Please God, my cat got hit by a car. The vet is trying to help him, but things don’t look 
so good. If you make him well, I promise I’ll never tease my little brother again!

Please God, don’t let my mom find out that I broke her Chinese vase. I promise I’ll never 
play football in the house again or run or slam a door or anything just as long as I don’t 
get in trouble for this.

Please God, help my team win this game so that we can play in the championships.

Please God, make Sally/Bill trip in the lunchroom and fall with his/her tray and make a 
fool of him/herself. She/he has been spreading rumors about me and I want to get re-
venge!
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Journal Entry

Think about a time when you prayed very hard for something.

Did you get what you wanted?

How did you feel about getting or not getting what you wanted?

Write a prayer telling God about something you want or need without putting God to the 
test.
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